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Conference accepted the French proposals for a Continental pact of
mutual assistance and for the standardization of Continental land
forces. Since the German delegation had already refused to accept
the principle of standardizing armies,1 an impasse appeared to have
been reached, and although the General Commission adopted its
usual method of evading an immediate decision by appointing a sub-
committee to go into the question of the abolition and limitation of
material, it was difficult to see how a solution could be found so long
as both France and Germany stood their ground. In any case, the
political problem of the widening gulf between France and Germany,
which was raising again, in an acute form, the danger of the division
of Europe into two armed camps, could clearly not be disposed of by
the method of discussion in a committee or sub-committee of the
Disarmament Conference; yet in default of some prospect of a better
understanding between France and Germany the Conference seemed
doomed to an early death.
While Herr Nadolny continued to act as the principal representa-
tive of the German Government, the French delegation was again
strengthened by the presence of the Foreign Minister. Monsieur
Paul-Boncour returned to Geneva with the British Ministers on the
llth March, and during the next few days a series of interviews was
arranged in which the whole position was thoroughly explored. The
upshot of these conversations was the decision that Mr. MacDonald
should make an attempt to revive the Conference by presenting a
new and comprehensive plan to the General Commission on the
16th March. On the 15th March it was announced that Monsieur
Daladier was leaving for Geneva in order that he might continue his
conversations with the British Ministers, and might also attend the
meeting of the General Commission at which Mr. MacDonald would
explain his proposals. It was announced at the same time that Mr.
MacDonald and Sir John Simon had received an invitation from
Signor Mussolini to visit him in Eome, and that they would leave
Geneva for Italy on the 17th March.2
(c) THE BRITISH DRAIT CONVENTION (MARCH TO JUNE, 1933)
On the 16th March Mr. MacDonald made his attempt to give the
Disarmament Conference a new lease of life by submitting to the
General Commission a new and complete scheme for the reduction
and limitation of armaments. In his speech Mr. MacDonald explained
1  See p. 239 above.
2  This visit of tlie British Ministers to Eome and its outcome (the Four-
Power Pact) are dealt with in section (ii) of this part of the present volume.